Transforming the CVC social hall into an
inspring, flexible, & dignified space that
does justice to its history & people.

INTRODUCTION

Located in the heart of the Navy’s Savannah Housing complex, the Social Hall was once home
to community gatherings, dances, and bustling activity within the Navy community. After the
Navy closed the Long Beach Shipyards in the mid-1990s, Century Villages at Cabrillo acquired
the 27 acre Savannah Housing complex in 1997 and began to repurpose the campus for the
benefit of the homeless, including homeless veterans. During the initial development phase,
funding for required repairs to the Social Hall were limited. Nevertheless, the campus made
do with the existing facility. Over the years, it has continued to serve many important campus
functions including use as a kitchen, dining hall, space for resident gatherings, job fairs, a busy
career center for veterans, and more. However, over the past 17 years the Social Hall, along with
the attached US VETS’ Career Center, has continued to age and is in need of a major renovation.

SUPPORTING VETERANS
Hundreds of veterans regularly use
the Social Hall on any given day to
visit the US VETS career center, check
out job fairs, participate in Town Hall
meetings, access the internet, recreate,
and socialize with other residents.

In 2009, after nearly twelve years of
planning and thanks to the generous
support of Supervisor Knabe, CVC
assembled partners to implement a
million dollar renovation of the former
Navy commissary. Replacing the former
makeshift kitchen located in the Social
Hall, the Knabe Exchange now serves
more than 13,000 meals per month
and features a full commercial kitchen,
dining hall, and convenience store. CVC
is planning a comparable renovation of
the Social Hall space to restore it to its
original grandeur and complement the
adjacent Knabe Exchange.
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Located in the heart of CVC’s central plaza,
the renovated Social Hall will become the
hub of resident activity at the village.
Above is a rendering of the future Cabrillo
Gateway Complex, which will provide
supportive homes for 80 households.
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New housing developments at the
Villages are underway and planned.
With an increasing population, the
demands for community space have
increased across all of our populations.
As steward of the campus, CVC
manages the space and is responsible
for providing accessible, functional
and dignified amenity space for its
community. The renovation of the
Social Hall will allow CVC to carry out
this vision and uphold its obligations.
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With the renovation of the Knabe Exchange completed, the time has come to restore the Social
Hall to its original grandeur and pay homage to its Navy history. In 2012, Century Villages at
Cabrillo initiated a drive to create a new vision for the space, seeking to transform the hall from
a dated and dilapidated shell into an inspiring, flexible, and dignified space that does justice to
its history and the residents that currently occupy it. Our vision is to redevelop the Social Hall
into a vibrant social place for informal gathering as well as flexible space for the expansive
programs that our partners offer to the residents. In addition, we envision a modernization of
the US VETS Career Center to better serve the needs of thousands of veterans that visit the
center each year. CVC’s population continues to expand; today, it is home to more than 1,000
residents, including more than 550 veterans, and serves nearly 2,000 people per year.

FLEXIBLE INTERIOR DESIGN

THE VISION

The Social Hall modernization will upgrade the exterior building envelope, transform the main hall into a
multi-function space utilizing a moving wall and flexible lighting, and employ the latest environmentally
sustainable features while retaining the building’s architectural character and historic place in the community.
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Over the course of 2013, CVC surveyed its
residents to learn more about the current use
of the social hall and what they would like to
see in the future.

Collective funding, shared space,
and recruitment of qualified
staff and volunteers, as well as
collaborating among 20 partner
agencies in a shared vision and
mission is how be we continue to
meet and exceed our goals yearly.
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EXISTING AND PROPOSED LAYOUT

THE CAMPAIGN

TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS
DESIGN AND CONTINGENCY
TOTAL PROJECT COSTS		

LEVELS

$306,000
135,000
93,750
254,250
72,750
103,410
992,160
307,840
$1,300,000
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SPONSORSHIP
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TO MAKE A DONATION, PLEASE VISIT
CENTURYVILLAGES.ORG/SOCIAL-HALL-RESTORATION
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C E N T U R Y V I L L A G E S AT C A B R I L L O

2001 River Avenue Long Beach, CA 90810
FOR MORE INFO CONTACT BRIAN D’ANDREA [310.642 .2059]
OR VISIT CENTURYVILLAGES.ORG/SOCIAL-HALL-RESTORATION

